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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF ﬁMERICA
95-22 p1/3

T 20
DEPARTMENT OF STATE vanuary ,9.2, 1939

Dear Dad:-

I'm sorry that you got worried about me due to mv
allure to write. Vheﬂ I ¢ot vour cable, I was afrsid that my
,“rlstm > wire had not arrived, hut I am glad to note from your
letter tnlch "“rwved "“ﬁ*ﬁrée" (Cr sed Jen. 6th) that it was re-

ceived, You should heve heen relieved rather ocwickly, =s my
letter of December 27th should heve arrived shortly after the
cable, You see, during the winter most of the fast ships are
teken off either for repneirs or for southern cruises, so we have
to expect the mails to he a little slover., To he sure th-t al
my letters were received, I =ill go orer the dates:

November 18th =dressed to vou
December 4th addresced to J=nie
December 27th 2ddressed to vou
January 8th addressed to Dorothy

I also wrote to qettj Jetmery 17th, and 2 letter to Grandpa i
lying on my desk waiting to he meiled, While I rerlize thet
heven't written as often as I should heve, vou =re rerlly not so
badly off, es since November I have received letters from slmost
everybody I ever knpv, and until lest week none of them have

bcen enswered, Last Saturday I went to the office in the #fter-
noon end dictated three letters to a Germen girl who wants to

gel some vractice in English s*ppovW“ﬁFy While it.was much
faster then I could have done alone, it wasn't too satisfactory,
as it took her about three days to finish Hou. We have recently
teken on 2 new Germen clerk who was educated the United States
and st
t
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nd who is supposed to be a marvelous eﬂO"”vuér. I am going

o0 proposition him some dar and see how much he would want to do
some private letters for mes that is the only possibility I see
of working out of the jam., 'Of course, only certainkx less in-
timate letters can be written in this way, but I *hink I could
ret rid of a lot of them that way, '

I hope you will helieve me when I say that it is ex-~
tremely difficult for me to find time (rﬁ energy for writing,
Fer from brinxin? an improvement, the Ilew Year hegan with trem-
endous complications for us, this time imside the office instead
of outsice, as bhefore., As everything is not vet settled, I'm
absolutely unshle to tell vou wh=at +'@v'fre, as sny nublicity
resulting from & pocsible onening of the letter mirht Pe very
emba.rascing,., 3But to chow how husy we were, I will tellZ -ou
that I spent Dec. 3lst, which was supnosed to he & YoLlﬂ“", in
the Consulste until 7:30 P.I., and went mack the next day 2nd
steyed until #:15 P.Ill. Several other nirht ve were there until
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almost 11 o*clock, end finally gave 1t up because D@ODle_simply
couldn't stencdfit eny longer. The Sa‘turday afternoon I dictated
the letters was the first I had not worked on officlsl business
since the November crisis, with the exception of the day h fore
Christmas. Yesterdey I worked most of the afternoon acain,
It's no joke, 2nd I hope under the circumstances vou will no¢
be too worried if you do not hear very often from me - for the
time being, et leastli The only hope I see for an improvement
is in Mey and June, vwhen we will not issue any visas, the quota
being exhausted, but even that is oroblematical.

NN Bight-now I mustadmit.that T am-gick of the-whole sl
business, and I would give anything to get away from Germany fér
Just ohe week., I want to go to England some time 2nd see Frecht-
ling hefore he goes hack to the Strtes, and I also want to see
Mardi Smith when end if ghe comes over, She was supposed to

teéke her exems sometime in January, but I will not Néar from her
until I write myself, so I will not know vhen she is coming,
But_the mein thing is to get eway. If not England, Switzerlend
would do slmost as well, although my friend Clsrk has been called
back to the School in Weshington. Hovever, enother old Fletcher
School acquaintance has been sent there to take his plesce, so I
still have an entree in Zurich, As far as I know, Highley is
still in Geneva, 2¢ I had a Christmas card from him, I am
woncering if he got the nermanent berth he was hoping for; Clark
siffd he hed heerd that they were reducing the steff at the Inter-
national Labor 6ffice, znd that Fighlev fesred he micht be one

of the vietims, In any case, I feel sure that after 21l his
experience, end the feet thet he alresdy has his doctor's degree,
he will heve vo grest difficulty getting a job teaching when he
returns to the U.S.

The situetion now with the Jews is temporsrfily a little
better, but it augurs badly for the future. Beginning in the
letter part of December thoussnds were released from camps, but
in most- cases only-after.signing a statement that they had -
‘voluntarily" agreed to leave.Germanvubyiascertainidatio s
“ebproximately one month a2fter the date releage, So far ex-
tentions of time have heen granted to those who have heen unshble
to leave, but they may be picked up 2t any time, IHMany of them

have succeeded in getting permission for temporary residence in
Fnglend, France, Holland, Belgium or Switzerland, provided they
heve relatives there who will support them without working, Also,
in most cases, they hsve to prove that they ere registered for
1migration to the United St-tes snd a provisional stztement as
Lo whether their pepers sre in order. During FNovember =nd
December we nearly broke our hacks issuing thousands of these
conditional statements and examining thousands of documents as
t@e besis thereof., In 211 cases thev were werned that new nNepers
might be recuired if the 0ld mese hecame oo old hefore the
epplicant's turn on the waiting list was reached.

This svstem was very helpful to the Jews, but it has been
stopped for two reasons: first, we simnly could not keep up with
the work; and second, it was felt that civing cuch a gtatement

20f3 1939-01-22 S-23 WLK To LMK.Docx



KRIEG-CAMPBELL FAMILY DOCUMENTS 1939-01-22 S-23 WLK to LMK.docx

2

2 3
even though conditional, annezred to create an obliration on the
part of the United Strtes eventusllvy to teke sll these c9?1§h.
ﬁeople znd so might tend to miéke them chirk their yegﬁon91b11%ty
even more than they are now, if possible, The decision on this
last point was not m=de by us, but by the Consulzte General in
Berlin, in conjunction with Washineton, end so is final as far
as we are concerned, The poor Jews are, therefore, out of luck,
Our quota is filled for »t least ten vears to come, ~nd 1t seems
absolutely impogsible for them to stev in Germany ten years more.
The only possibility is for real concerted efforts to settle these
people in the waste pleces of the earth. There are said to be
meny places in Africa of such eltitude as to be entirely suitsble
for white settlement snd vhich are at the nresent time nracticzlly
devold of populetion, It is up to the Eritish and French to
find such places and open.them up., If necessary wealthy Jews

calloevepithc SWerligmanawess B PRESUNTTen Ohates can be
counted upon to give finencial bhacking, e cennot he exnected

to take on more then 27,000 wearly; that is enough for any one.

On enother ground, too, the »licht of the Jews scems
to be worse., Up to the nvesent time, moct of them have had
enough money to live on, even thourh thev were not mermitted to
work, At present, from the way this indemmity of 2 bhillion marks
is being collected, there 2re very few who 2re going to have e-
nough for themselves, much less contributing to the supvort of
these who are shsolutely destitute. I could go on for nages
about how the Jews are heing swindled, cheated and robbed out of
everything they have: proverty sold for a fifth of its worths
fectories sold for a2 tenth, snd three cuarters of *the remzinder
inmediately collected as "taxes". It's enou~h to meke any fair
minded person see red, znd it is generally believed that the de-
liberate/ intention of the Cermen government is to reduce these
people to such straitc that they will have to be supported by
their relatives abroad, thus bringing in more devisen. I shudder
to tnink what the situation ill be a vear from now, and when
one thinks that, as far as the U.S. is concerned, it will be
av +east ten yvears.hefore our present waitine list dis exhausted;
the only conclusion is that there must be concerted effurts, not
Lo get people outy xmk »y the hundreds or by the thousands, but
by the tens and hlndreds of thousands.

I believe that is ‘about ail T have for today. Oh yes.
I £8rgot to say that I 2m corresnonding vith the Park National
Benk about opening up a checking account?, =nd as soon as I have
it if working order, I am going to send vou a check for $160
as my share of our contribution toward the church., I shall he
very glad to do thisysnd it will cause me little or no incon-
venience. Hop# that vou and the rest of the familv are well,
Please give my love to all, Tell Mrs, ®. I heove Just been eating
a slicqbf her ceke, =nd that it is still in fine shape - nice and
moist, rich snd fruity. It certainly is good to have it around,

G )

“ith all good wicghes,
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